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Likud to Kulanu: 
Back PM’s police 


bill — or elections 


Bill would block police from publishing 
summary of probes into public figures 


Yossi Verter 
and Jonathan Lis 


Likud has told coalition 
partner Kulanu that it will 
seek anew election if Kulanu 
legislators don’t support the 
version of a bill that bars the 
police from making recom- 
mendations to prosecutors 
after an investigation into 
a public official, political 
sources said Tuesday. 

Such a bill, which on Mon- 
day the Knesset passed in the 
first of three votes, would 
greatly benefit Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
who is currently being in- 
vestigated amid corruption 
allegations. 

The sources described 
angry discussions Tuesday 
between associates of Kulanu 
chief Moshe Kahlon and asso- 
ciates of Netanyahu, includ- 
ing Coalition Chairman David 
Bitan and the bill’s sponsor, 
MK David Amsalem. 

Kahlon’s people were told 
that for Netanyahu the bill 
was as “critical and impor- 
tant” as his opposition to the 
so-called Israel Hayom bill 
that indirectly got the Knes- 
set dissolved in December 
2014 and led to an early elec- 
tion three months later. 

Netanyahu broke up that 
governing coalition citing “a 
lack of governability” after 
the Israel Hayom bill was 
approved in the first of three 


votes in the Knesset, with the 
support of coalition parties. 

That bill would have out- 
lawed the distribution of 
free newspapers like Israel 
Hayom, the Sheldon Adelson- 
owned daily long regarded as 
Netanyahu’s mouthpiece. 

Later, Netanyahu admit- 
ted that the preliminary ap- 
proval of the bill against his 
wishes led him to seek the 
early election. 

The floor leader of Fi- 
nance Minister Kahlon’s 


Investigations 
die in darkness 
Editorial, Page 5 


Kulanu party, Roy Folkman, 
told Haaretz on Tuesday that 
in the Likud-Kulanu discus- 
sions, the comparison be- 
tween the urgency of the po- 
lice bill and the Israel Hayom 
bill for Netanyahu was made 
more than once. 

The police bill could go 
into effect in as little as two 
weeks. 

Amsalem, who chairs the 
Knesset Interior and Envi- 
ronment Committee that 
is debating the legislation, 
has scheduled a hearing on 
the bill for Thursday, with 
the aim of having it ready 
for a second and third vote 


Monday. If it passes, it goes 
to President Reuven Rivlin 
10 days later before being 
published in the government 
gazette and going into effect. 

The version of the bill ap- 
proved Sunday by the Min- 
isterial Committee for Leg- 
islation refers to three types 
of investigations and distin- 
guishes between investiga- 
tions into public figures and 
other types of investigations. 

In cases that are already 
open, like those in which Ne- 
tanyahu has been questioned, 
the bill states that the police 
would not submit a sum- 
mary of an investigation to 
the prosecution, though the 
attorney general could ask 
for one. 

In addition, during sensi- 
tive investigations accom- 
panied throughout by a state 
prosecutor, the police could 
provide a summary, but 
not about the quality of the 
evidence, a restriction that 
could impede investigations 
into public figures. 

The bill does not forbid de- 
tectives from giving a verbal 
opinion to Justice Ministry 
officials or the media. 

In investigations not moni- 
tored by a state prosecutor 
— most investigations - the 
police could express their 
position on the quality of the 
evidence. In all cases, the bill 
forbids the publishing of the 
police’s written summaries. 
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Emergency responders at the scene of the explosion late Monday night. 


Explosion levels Jaffa building, kills three; 
owner questioned over suspected negligence 


Josh Breiner 
and Jack Khoury 


The owner of the Jaffa 
hardware store where 
an explosion killed three 
people Monday night was 
questioned by the police 
on Tuesday on suspicion 
of negligent homicide. He 
was released subject to re- 
strictions. 

In addition to the fatali- 
ties, four people were lightly 


injured in the blast. The ex- 
plosion also caused the one- 
story building to collapse 
and ignited a fire. 

Both the police and the 
fire departments, which are 
jointly investigating the in- 
cident, believe the blast was 
caused when a cooking gas 
canister exploded. They said 
the store, Sabr Hardware, 
has no business license, as 
it never received a permit 
from the fire department. 


Two of the people killed 
have been identified as 
Rimon Khoury, 18, of Jaffa 
and Ali Abu Jamaa, 22, of 
Taibeh. Both were inside an 
annex of the building when 
the blast occurred. 

The third fatality, a Pal- 
estinian in his thirties, was 
found by emergency re- 
sponders in critical condi- 
tion in the courtyard of the 
building. He was taken to 
Wolfson Medical Center in 


Holon, but died there Tues- 
day morning. 

Two of the injured were 
driving by the building, 
which is located on Yefet 
Street, when the blast oc- 
curred, causing their vehicle 
to overturn. The other two 
were walking down the street 
at the time of the explosion, 
which occurred at about 11 
P.M. All four were taken to 
Wolfson hospital. Three oth- 
er people were treated at the 
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Moti Milrod 


scene for shock. 

A relative of Khoury’s 
said he worked as a deliv- 
ery person for a hamburger 
restaurant and had been de- 
livering an order to a cus- 
tomer in a home adjacent 
to the hardware store when 
the blast occurred. “His 
family hasn’t yet digested 
this terrible tragedy,” he 
added. “Ever since we were 
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Netanyahu announces opening of embassy in Rwanda 


Jonathan Lis 


Prime Minister Benja- 
min Netanyahu announced 
the opening of a new Israeli 
embassy in Rwanda while 
on a state visit to Nairobi, 
Kenya. The Israeli govern- 
ment recently made a deal 
with Rwanda to pay $5,000 
for each African asylum 
seeker currently living in 
Israel that it would accept 


and absorb. 

Netanyahu met with 
Rwandan President Paul 
Kagame prior to the an- 
nouncement. 

“We are opening a new 
embassy in Kigali, the capi- 
tal of Rwanda, as part of the 
expanding Israeli presence 
in Africa and the deepening 
of cooperation between Is- 
rael and African countries,” 
the Israeli premier said. 


The leaders also spoke 
about the possibility of a di- 
rect flight route between the 
two countries. 

Netanyahu flew to Nairo- 
bi to congratulate the newly 
reelected Kenyan presi- 
dent, Uhuru Kenyatta, and 
to meet with other African 
leaders who attended the 
inauguration events. Upon 
his departure from Tel 
Aviv, Netanyahu said that 


he hoped “that by the end of 
the day, I will be able to an- 
nounce the opening of a new 
Israeli embassy in an Afri- 
can country, and the hand is 
still extended.” 

Rwandan Foreign Af- 
fairs Minister Louise Mu- 
shikiwabo said last week 
that, as part of the deal 
with Israel, Rwanda is 
ready to accept around 
10,000 asylum seekers who 


are now living in Israel. 

According to the Interior 
Ministry, around 27,000 Er- 
itrean nationals and 8,000 
Sudanese nationals live in 
Israel. In August, the High 
Court of Justice ruled that 
they could be deported to 
a third country, but those 
who refused to go could not 
be jailed for more than two 
months. 

However, new legisla- 


tion proposed by Interior 
Minister Arye Dery and 
Public Security Minister 
Gilad Erdan would close 
Holot, an open detention 
facility for asylum seekers, 
within four months and give 
the detainees a choice be- 
tween deportation and jail. 

Netanyahu landed in 
Nairobi a few hours after 
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Netanyahu arriving in Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday. Haim Tzach/PMO 


Residents oppose luxury project on 
historic, unspoiled Jerusalem hill 


The proposed site of the residential complex on the Hill of Evil Counsel. 


Nir Hasson 


A proposal to build dozens 
of luxury apartments ona Je- 
rusalem hill with great his- 
torical, archaeological and 
environmental significance 
has drawn strong opposition 
from local residents. 

The Jerusalem Plan- 
ning and Building Commit- 
tee is expected to move on 
Wednesday to approve the 
plan for the hilltop in the 
south Jerusalem neighbor- 


hood of Abu Tor, overlooking 
the Old City. 

Criticism has also target- 
ed the Greek Orthodox Patri- 
archate, for selling the land 
to developers. 

For centuries the hilltop 
has been identified as the Hill 
of Evil Counsel, where ac- 
cording to Christian tradition 
was the site of the home of 
the high priest Joseph Caia- 
phus and the place where he 
and his associates decided to 
hand Jesus to the Romans. 


Tali Mayer 


The hill contains archaeolog- 
ical remains from the Second 
Temple and Byzantine peri- 
ods, an old monastery and a 
church that is still active. But 
most of the area is open, with 
tall trees. It’s definitely one 
of the most expensive plots 
of land in the capital. 

The patriarchate sold the 
hill to the Jewish-American 
businessman and philan- 
thropist Michael Steinhardt 
and the London-based Israeli 
businessman David Sofer 


for 26.8 million shekels (over 
$7.5 million) plus $2 million 
in 2013. The plan is for two 
large six-story buildings and 
three smaller ones with 61 
apartments in all. The devel- 
opment proposal includes a 
public park on about half of 
the area. 

Some opponents say the 
work will destroy the hill and 
spoil the view of the Old City. 
Others claim the buildings 
will be visible from afar and 
spoil the skyline. They also 
cite transportation issues and 
say the project will in fact be 
agated community, with only 
limited access to outsiders. 

Neighbors say they want 
any development of the site 
to respect what they say is 
a special place and the last 
area in Jerusalem that hasn’t 
been destroyed. They say the 
hilltop is holy to Jews, Chris- 
tians and Muslims, and that 
the Greek Orthodox Church 
does not respect this. 

The complex is adjacent 
to the Green Line, with Pal- 
estinian families living on 
the other side. They’re afraid 
that the areas they own will 
be expropriated to widen the 
road, but they aren’t oppos- 
ing the plan because they feel 
that it can’t be stopped. 

Opponents of the patri- 
archate’s property sales 
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Pence: Trump 
considering 
embassy move 


Israel marks 70 
years to UN vote 


News, Page 2 


Israel’s last shot 
for the moon 


Crowdfunding 
campaigin aims to 
keep project afloat 


TheMarker, Page 7 


Lieberman: ‘There is no 
Iranian military force in Syria’ 


Haaretz 


Defense Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman said Tuesday 
that there are no Iranian 
military forces in Syria, 
in comments that seem to 
contradict claims made by 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

“We must preserve our 
security interests,” Lieber- 
man told the local Ynet news 
website. “It is true that there 
are a number of Iranian ex- 
perts and advisers, but there 
is no Iranian military force 
on Syrian land,” he said. 

Netanyahu has said Iran 


is working to build military 
bases in Syria, and the Ira- 
nian Revolutionary Guard 
and its leader there, Qassem 
Soleimani, have been pho- 
tographed in the war-torn 
country neighboring Israel 
to the north. 

When asked about this 
discrepancy, Lieberman 
said that “all the regional 
forces know we are the 
strongest power in the area. 
Israel is a regional power. 

“Tran has a strategy to 
creating proxies every- 
where. Obviously, they are 
not physically in Lebanon, 
that’s whats Hezbollah is 


for. In Yemen, they’re not 
physically present, they cre- 
ated the Houthi rebels. They 
have the same plan in Syria: 
creating different kinds of 
militias.” 

The comments seem to 
contradict the official line 
presented by Netanyahu, 
who even called the Irani- 
ans out on this issue in his 
speech to the UN this year, 
saying: “We will act to pre- 
vent Iran from establishing 
permanent military bases 
in Syria for its air, sea and 
ground forces. We will act 
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Attorney general seeks to save 
outpost buildings from demolition 


Yotam Berger 


As a March demolition 
deadline approaches against 
15 buildings in Netiv Ha’avot, 
an outpost of the West Bank 
settlement of Elazar, Attor- 
ney General Avichai Men- 
delblit is considering the is- 
sue of building permits that 
would spare portions of six 
of the buildings. 

Nine of the structures 
subject to the demolition 
order issued by the High 
Court of Justice were built 


on privately owned Pal- 
estinian land, but six are 
mostly on state-owned land. 
The portions of these build- 
ings that are on Palestinian 
land would still have to be 
demolished. 

Residents of Netiv 
Ha’avot had asked the High 
Court to waive the demoli- 
tion orders entirely for the 
six buildings. The court 
refused, saying it deemed 
them illegal construction. In 
issuing the order, however, 
then-Supreme Court Presi- 


dent Justice Miriam Naor, 
left open the possibility that 
temporary construction per- 
mits could be issued that 
would spare the portions of 
the six structures that are 
on state land. It is that pros- 
pect that Mendelblit is now 
considering in consultation 
with other relevant govern- 
ment officials. 

A decision on the matter 
is expected shortly, Justice 
Ministry sources said. News 
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